Recollections

George William Childs (1829â€“1894) was an American publisher who co-owned the
Philadelphia Public Ledger newspaper with financier Anthony Joseph Drexel. When Childs
turned 18, he took his savings, which amounted to several hundred dollars, and leasing space
in the offices of the Philadelphia Public Ledger, started his own firm. While working on
building his business, Childs was noted for frequently commenting on his desire to own the
Ledger some day. At age 21, Childs was offered a partnership in the publishing firm of R.E.
Peterson & Co, which he accepted, and the name of the firm was changed to Childs &
Peterson. Childs & Peterson grew prosperous by publishing useful if unexciting titles that
reached a broad market. On 5 December 1864, with Anthony J. Drexel, he purchased the
Philadelphia Public Ledger, at that time a money-losing newspaper, losing about $150,000 per
year. Childs efforts bore fruit and the Ledger became one of the most influential journals in the
country. Circulation growth led the firm to outgrow its facilities, and in 1866 Childs bought
property at Sixth and Chestnut Streets in Philadelphia and constructed the Public Ledger
Building, which was called at the time ...the finest newspaper office in the country. It was
estimated that toward the end of Childs association the Ledger was generating profits of
approximately $500,000 per year. Childs died at Philadelphia on the 3rd of February 1894.
His wife died at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel in Philadelphia on 13 August 1928 at age 88. His
Recollections were published at Philadelphia in 1890 and an elementary school in Philadelphia
is named after him, as is the George W. Childs Recreation Site, in Pike County, Pennsylvania.
Childs was known throughout his life for generosity and philanthropy.
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Recollection definition, the act or power of recollecting, or recalling to mind; remembrance.
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